



THE RESEARCH PROPOSAL FOR DIPLOMA STUDENTS

TOTAL WORD LIMIT: approximately 5000 words
Introduction to the Research Proposal
1. Your research proposal is your personal academic project and must be your original and authentic intellectual effort.
2. At the diploma level, you are required to write a proposal for a research/ capstone project that you may choose to carry out later on in your academic career.
3. The objective in writing a proposal is to describe in detail what you will do in your research, why it should be done, how you will do it and what you expect will result. 
4. The traditional research report is usually done in five (5) chapters.
5. Using the template of the five (5) chapter research report, you will complete a proposal that covers fully the requirements for Chapters one, two and three (1, 2 and 3) and summarizes the intended activities for Chapters four and to five (4 and 5).
General Guidelines

· Your paper must be presented typed double space, using 12 point font with the Times New Roman font face.
· Read on the APA format (6th) edition as this is the writing style that you are expected to use for this assignment. 

· Find and complete a FREE internet tutorial on plagiarism. You must submit proof that this was done with your assignment. You can check this URL for one http://www-apps.umuc.edu/vailtutor/index.html. 

· Read on instrumentation in research and designing data collection instruments.
 Design of Proposal
The research proposal will have the following Sections: 
a. Section 1- Introduction
i. Statement of the Problem
ii. Introduction/ Background
iii. Rationale
iv. Purpose of the Study
v. Significance of the study
b. Section  2- Review of Literature
c. Section  3- Methodology
i. Research Design and Data Collection Method
ii. Discussion of intended sample/ sampling procedure

1. Sample Instruments
d. Section 4- Intended Results and Discussions
i. How data will be presented and analyzed
ii. Possible conclusions
e. Section 5- References
Discussion of Design Elements
Introduction
 “The introduction is the part of the paper that provides readers with the background information for the research reported in the paper. Its purpose is to establish a framework for the research. This way, readers can understand how it is related to other research” (Wilkinson, 1991, p. 96).

 

 In an introduction, the writer should:
 

1. create reader interest in the topic
2.  lay the broad foundation for the problem that leads to the study

3.  place the study within the larger context of the scholarly literature

4.  reach out to a specific audience. (Creswell, 1994, p. 42)
For more information see: http://www.des.emory.edu/mfp/proposal.html
 
Review of Literature

The purpose of the literature review is to situate your research in the context of what is already known about a topic. It need not be lengthy, but it needs to show how your work will benefit the whole. It should provide the theoretical basis for your work, show what has been done in the area by others, and set the stage for your work.

In a literature review you should give the reader enough ties to the literature that they feel confident that you have found, read, and assimilated the literature in the field. It should probably move from the more general to the more focused information relevant to your topic.
Methodology

This section should make clear to the reader the way that you intend to approach the research question and the techniques and logic that you will use to address it.

It should speak to your plan for data collection. This might include the field site description, a description of the instruments you will use, and particularly the data that you anticipate collecting. You may need to comment on site and resource accessibility in the time frame and budget that you have available, to demonstrate feasibility, but the emphasis in this section should be to fully describe specifically what data you will be using in your study. Part of the purpose of doing this is to detect flaws in the plan before they become problems in the research.

This should also explain in some detail how you will analyse the data that you intend to collect to get at the information that you will use to answer your question. It will include the statistical or other techniques and the tools that you will use in processing the data. Interpretation
Intended Results and Discussions

This section should give a good indication of what you expect to get out of the research. It should join the data analysis and possible outcomes to the theory and questions that you have raised. It will be a good place to summarize the significance of the work.
In this section you should indicate how the anticipated outcomes will be interpreted to answer the research question. It is extremely beneficial to anticipate the range of outcomes from your analysis, and for each know what it will mean in terms of the answer to your question.
 References
The reference page should list all sources cited in the Literature review and throughout the proposal. The reference page should be written following APA guidelines.
Deadlines
Deadlines for submission will be communicated by course lecturers/ supervisors.
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