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1.0 PURPOSE

This course is designed to provide students with the basic knowledge of legal principles that govern the carriage of goods and persons by sea in the Caribbean as well as international maritime law concepts. 
2.0 OBJECTIVE

See General Conditions 6.0
3.0 GENERAL

Course:

Diploma in International Shipping and Logistics

Programme Ref:
MLAW302
Course Title:

Maritime Law

Duration:

45

Credits:

3

4.0 CONTENTS

UNIT ONE
Introduction to Maritime Law
· History and origin of maritime law

· Characteristics of maritime law
· Sources of modern maritime law
· Legal  and administrative framework for maritime law in Jamaica

· Shipping Act, 1998
UNIT TWO
Legal Systems, the Common Law, and Criminal Law
· The Court System in Jamaica

· Criminal law

· Legal Systems including the English Common Law

· Contract law and Bailment
· Law of tort
UNIT THREE

Legal Aspects of Ship Ownership and Registration
· Acquisition of ships—buying and building

· Ownership of ships

· Registration of ships
· Registration of ship mortgages

· Jamaica Ship Registry
UNIT FOUR

Legal Aspects of Ship Safety and Security
· International Conventions governing the Safety of Life  at sea

· Maritime Security – Piracy, ISPS Code, SUA Protocols
· Local legislation governing safety of vessels in Jamaican waters 
UNIT FIVE

The Law Relating to Ship’s Master and Crew
· The role of the Master and Crew
· Legal issues regarding seafarer employment agreements 
· Maritime Labour Convention, 2006
· International law governing standards for training, certification, and watch keeping for seafarers.
UNIT SIX

Port and Harbour Laws
· The regulation of Ports and harbours in Jamaica

· Pilotage and Towage

· The liability of Ports to ships 

· The liability of terminal operators 

· Legal issues governing stevedores and transport intermediaries ( agents , freight forwarders etc)  
· Maritime Salvage

UNIT SEVEN

 Law of the Sea 
· UNCLOS III and the modern law of the sea
· Jamaica’s maritime jurisdiction 

UNIT EIGHT
The Prevention of marine pollution from ships

· Sources of Marine Pollution law in Jamaica

· Regulation of marine pollution from ships in the Wider Caribbean Region 

· International law governing the prevention of pollution and liability for pollution   
· damage.

· The regulation of the transfer of invasive species by ships

· The regulation of air emissions from ships   

UNIT NINE
An Introduction to the carriage of goods by sea 

· The function of Bills of Lading

· International law governing bills of ladings ( Hague Rules, Hague Visby rules, Hamburg Rules, Rotterdam Rules

· Types of Charter Parties

· Maritime Claims

· INCO Terms

5.0 DELIVERY
Methods of delivery

· Lectures

· Guest lectures

· Case study

· Class discussions

· Class presentations

· Exercises

6.0 GENERAL CONDITIONS

At the end of this course, students should be able to:

· Briefly describe the  features of  maritime law.

· Differentiate between Common Law and Roman or Civil Law.

· Explain the basic concepts of criminal law and civil law, contract law and the law of tort, showing how they relate to maritime matters.

· Understand the framework for the development of international maritime law and local maritime law.
· Identify the sources of maritime law namely cases law legislation and international conventions that regulate maritime transport.
· Discuss the requirements and administration of a ship registry.

· Negotiate and draft terms for contracts for the  sale and purchase of ships, crew agreements and other maritime contracts 
· Understand the role of  ILO instruments in protecting the rights of seafarers 
· Identify the rights, obligations, responsibilities, and liabilities of ship operators , port operators, crew, pilots, and transport intermediaries.

· Explain the civil and criminal jurisdiction applied in Jamaica’s internal waters, territorial sea, archipelagic waters and  exclusive economic zone.

· Put into practice the laws and concepts dealing with arrest of ships, marine collisions, limitation of liability, and maritime liens.

· Describe the framework for regulating the prevention from ships, the limitations of the common law in dealing with liability and compensation for pollution damage and the role of international law in that regard.
· Understand the role  of international law in regulating the use of bills of lading.  

7.0 EVALUATION
Methods of Evaluation
· Coursework


50%


· Assignments
· Projects


· Midterm test



· Final examination

50%
8.0 SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

· Course materials

· Attendance register

· Continuous assessment

· Appendix 1

APPENDIX 1:

Please note that there is currently no general Jamaican text on maritime law. The laws of Jamaica however contain various pieces of legislation on shipping, ports and the carriage of goods. 

Useful References

1. Hill, C. (1985). Maritime Law by C. Hill, 2nd ed. Lloyd's of London Press. London.
2. Gaskell, N.J.J., DeBattista, C.,  Swatton, R.J.  &  Giles, O.C. (1987). Chorley & 
Giles: Shipping law. 8th ed. Pearson Education Limited. UK
3. Murdoch University. School of Law. Australian and New Zealand Maritime Law 
Journal  
4. Packard. W. V. (1988). Sale and Purchase. 2nd ed. Fairplay Publications. London.   
5. Connell, D.P.O. (1984). The International Law of the Sea, Volume II. Oxford 
University Press, Incorporated. London.  
6. Maritime Law Study Guide
7. Internet Sources
ILO Conventions

1. Maritime Labour Convention, 2006

IMO conventions

1. CLC—International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage (1969, amended 1992)

2. FAL—Convention on Facilitation of International Maritime Traffic  (1965, amended 1995)

3. INTERVENTION CONVENTION—International Convention relating to Intervention on the High Seas in Cases of Oil Pollution Casualties  (1969, amending protocol 1973)

4. LLMC—Convention on Limitation of Liability for Maritime Claims (1976, amending protocol 1996 not yet enforced)

5. MARPOL 73/78—International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (1973, amended 1978) and Annexes I–VI
6. SALVAGE—International Convention on Salvage (1989)

7. SOLAS—International Convention on for the Safety of Life at Sea 
1974 as amended.
8. STCW—International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers1978 as amended
Course Schedule

	Date
	Week
	Lecturer: 
	Hours

	
	1
	Introduction to Maritime Law
	3

	
	2
	Legal systems, the Common Law, and Criminal Law
	3

	
	3
	Legal systems, the Common Law, and Criminal Law
	3

	
	4
	Legal Aspects of ship Ownership and Registration
	3

	
	5
	Legal Aspects of Ship Safety and Security
	3

	
	6
	Mid Term Examination
	3

	
	7
	The Law Relating to Ship’s Master and Crew
	3

	
	8
	Port and Harbour Laws
	3

	
	9
	Port and Harbour Laws
	3

	
	10
	Law of the Sea
	3

	
	11
	The Prevention of Marine Pollution from Ships
	3

	
	12
	The Prevention of Marine Pollution from Ships
	3

	
	13
	An Introduction to the Carriage of Goods by Sea
	3

	
	14
	Revision
	3

	
	15
	Final Examination
	3


Final Exam:












