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1.0 PURPOSE

Research is crucial to the completion of any academic course of study. As such it is imperative that students be exposed to the fundamental concepts of scientific research as well as be presented with a template for conducting such research.

In light of the foregoing, the intent of this course is to encourage and aid the 
undergraduate student to present strong, well-organized writing and to lay 
meaningful and relevant foundation for advanced written work such as the research 
paper.

In this course, students will:
1. Appreciate that the college student is a part of a community of scholars and 
must write for this target group which comprises an informed and critical 
readership.

2. Choose and develop a research topic.
3. Evaluate sources of information and summarize information salient to their 
research.

4. Develop a draft proposal for research.
2.0 OBJECTIVE

See General Conditions 6.0
3.0 GENERAL

Course


:
Diploma in International Shipping and Logistics
Programme Ref.
:
IAR401
Course Title

:
Introduction to Academic Research
Duration

: 
45 Hours
Credits


: 
3 Credits
4.0 CONTENT

Gathering Information

· The Culture of Inquiry 

· Ways of Knowing

· Alternatives to Social Research

· Authority

· Tradition

· Common sense

· Media myths

· Personal experience
Introduction to Research

· Statement of the Problem
· Abstract

· Introduction to topic
· Background to problem
· Statement of the problem
· Hypothesis/ Guiding Questions/ Research Question
· Rationale/ Purpose of the Study
· Significance of the study
· Definition of terms (as used in the research)
· Limitations and delimitations of the research
· Outline of the remainder of the research
· Review of Literature

· Assessing sources

· In text citation (review)
· Referencing (Review)
· Data Collection Plan

· Research Design
· Population
· Sample/ Sampling procedure
· Data Collection
· Instruments
· Reliability/ validity
· Introduction to data analysis
5.0 DELIVERY
Methods of Delivery

· Lectures, Discussion and Demonstrations
· Cooperative learning activities
· Class Presentation 
· Multi- media presentations
6.0 GENERAL CONDITIONS
· Students should be able to deduce from an area of research interest a clearly 
worded research topic/ question.
· Document the background to the problem in a manner that introduces the 
research problem and establishes the relevance of the process.
· Select and summarize relevant sources of data to complete a Literature 
Review.

· Document a data collection plan, inclusive of sample instruments and sample 
schedules.
7.0 EVALUATION
Methods of Evaluation

Assessment



Weight


· Mid Term Examination 
10%
· Assignment/ Portfolio       
10%
· Literature Review              
20%
· Final Research Proposal
 60%.  

8.0
SUPPORTING DOCUMENT

· Course materials

· Attendance register

· Continuous assessment 

· Appendix 1

APPENDIX 1:

Useful Resources

1. Neuman, William Lawrence (2003) Social Research Methods: Qualitative and 
Quantitative Approaches, USA. Pearson Education, Inc.

2. Ennis, R.H. (1996). Critical Thinking. Upper Saddle River, N.J. Prentice-Hall

3. American Psychological Association. (2009). Publication Manual of the American 
Psychological Association, 6thed. Washington D.C. American Psychological 
Association

4. Internet Sources

Helpful Websites

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/2/
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~writing/materials/student/ac_paper/what.shtml
http://www.yourdictionary.com/dictionary-articles/Academic-Writing-Skills.html
http://youtu.be/3wggrlEs8g0
http://youtu.be/_Vq_QW3WZZ4
http://empire1.esc.edu/coursesspecial/epresources.nsf/b16a48984cff1f758525660300768195/736894e2d12885fc85256d8f004cb5f9?OpenDocument
http://www.umuc.edu/cip/vail/faculty/instructor_guide/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
http://criticalthinking.net/
This is not a course outline. It is a guide to complete the final research paper.

