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1.0 PURPOSE

This course prepares students to use geographic co-ordinates to locate places on earth, and to describe the aspects of commercial geography that relate to commercial shipping. The course will enable also students to describe the main methods of transportation and explain the economic geographic principles of locational costs and central place theory. Students will be able to locate oceans, seas, major waterways, straits, islands, continents, and other important areas for shipping. Students will also be able to describe global wind systems, weather and climate and their influences on the types of goods, services and resources distribution across the world.

.
2.0 OBJECTIVE

See 6.0 General Conditions
3.0 GENERAL

Course


:
BSc. in International Shipping
Programme Ref.
:

Course Title

:
Geography Of Ocean Transport
Duration

: 
30 Hours
Credits


: 
 2
4.0 CONTENTS

UNIT ONE:

Location and Time 


Absolute vs Relative Location


Standard vs Local Time

UNIT TWO:

Geological Evolution of the earth and the effects of the movement of the Earth


Big Bang Theory


Overview of the geological evolution of the earth


The two main types of earth movement and its effects

UNIT THREE:

Plate Tectonics Theory and associated landforms


Evidence for and associated theories for Plate Tectonics


Plate margins, processes and landforms

UNIT FOUR:

Energy, atmosphere and weather


Transmission of energy


Nature of the Atmosphere


Processes occurring in the atmosphere


Global heat/ energy budget

UNIT FIVE:

Select weather systems


Airmasses and Front


Global Pressure Belts, Convection Cells, Tri – Cellular model


I.T.C.Z. and Hurricanes

UNIT SIX:

Introduction to Commercial Geography (Resources, Industries and Trade)


Natural vs artificial, renewable vs non-renewable resources


Main types of industries


Trade (nature and function)

UNIT SEVEN

Important areas for shipping


Ports, Waterways, Straits, Passages, Commercial centres, Source areas

UNIT EIGHT:

Types of Government


Roles / functions of government


Main characteristics of select types of government

UNIT NINE:

Economic Geography I (select Geographical theories) 


Webber’s Least Cost Location Theory


Christaller’s Central Place Theory

Unit TEN:

Important Policies and Organizations involved in the Shipping Industry


Overview of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea

            (U.N.C.L.O.S.)


Overview of the World Trade Organisation (W.T.O.)

5.0 METHODS

Methods of Delivery

· Lecture

· Guest lecture

· Use of maps 

· Students research
· Case studies 

· Presentation (project)
6.0 GENERAL CONDITIONS

At the end of this course, students should be able to:

(a) Differentiate between absolute (e.g.: compass direction & bearing) and relative 

      (e.g.: earth’s co-ordinates) location systems or schemes used on earth.
(b) Calculate time at different places across the world using standardised time 

       zones.

(c) Explain how the movement of the earth causes Tides and Coriolis Force

(d) Explain how the movement of the earth causes the three main climatic zones 

      and the four seasons.
(e) Explain briefly the relationship between the “Big Bang Theory” and 

      the geological evolution of the earth.
(f) Explain the relationship among global plate tectonics, as well as the distribution 
       and character of land masses and oceans.
(g) Differentiate among the three main ways in which energy is transmitted, that is 

     radiation, convection and conduction.

(h) Explain how the components and structure of the atmosphere. 

(i) Explain the Global Heat / Energy Budget 

(j) Explain the Tri- cellular Model for Atmospheric circulation 

(k) Describe the basic elements of weather and climate in particular temperature,
      pressure, and rainfall and winds

(l) Describe main characteristics of select weather systems (fronts, I.T.C.Z.

      and hurricanes)

(m) Explain the impact of the select weather systems on the shipping industry

(n) Differentiate between the main types of resources and industries

(o) Explain the nature (source vs demand areas for goods and services) and

      function (roles) involved of trade

(p) Explain the economic geography principles of locational costs and

       central place theory.

(q) Explain the main characteristics of transshipment terminals 

(r) Compare and contrast air, land and sea transportation

(s) Differentiate among the following types of Government:

      Socialism, Democracy, Communism and Monarchy

(t) Identify important areas for shipping in the world (oceans, seas,
     major waterways,  straits, main ports, important commercial centres

     and significant trade routes)

(u) Discuss the impact of U.N.C.L.O.S. and the W.T.O. on the shipping industry
7.0 EVALUATION:

Assignments:  30  %

Tests:  20 %

Final Exam: 50 %

8.0
SUPPORTING DOCUMENT

· Course materials

· Attendance Register

· Continuous Assessment forms

· Lesson Plan

· Appendix 1

APPENDIX 1:

Useful Resources 

Geography of ocean transport study guide.
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